Mr. Gokul Pokhrel, immediate past president of NPI, has nearly 50 years of experience in various branches of mass media services in Nepal. An M.A. in English literature from Tribhuwan University, he started his career in journalism as a sub-editor at Rastriya Samachar Samiti (National News Agency) from June 1962.  He completed a series of overseas training courses in the subsequent years, including courses conducted by the Editorial Studies Centre, Thomson Foundation (Britain), Agence France Presse (Paris) and East-West Center (Hawaii). While at RSS, he held the posts of chief editor and acting General Manager for two years before he joined as the founding Associate Editor of The Rising Nepal and later became the Chief editor of the Gorkhapatra daily.  

Mr. Pokhrel also served as a Member of National Human Rights Commission in 2005-06.  Founder member secretary of NPI, he led the Institute for 13 years. Under his guidance, NPI flourished into a national institution with branches in three regions of the country in later years. He has many publications to his credit, including media-related books, monograph on mass media laws and seminar papers.

