Prof. P. Kharel, Chairman, has been associated with NPI since its very inception in 1984 as a regular lecturer. An M.A. (History) from Trubhuvan University (TU) in Kathmandu, he did a Diploma in Journalism from the Thomson Foundation in Britain (1978). He joined The Rising Nepal, an English daily, as a sub-editor in 1973, eventually becoming its editor-in-chief (1994-96). He joined the German INGO Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung as its media adviser for the Asia-Pacific Region (1996-2004). Concurrently, he also took regular classes at TU campuses since March 1980 and was promoted to professorship in April 2009.

Prof. Kharel, who writes two weekly columns for newspapers in Nepal, has authored/co-authored 15 books on various aspects of media.

